
Final Assessment Instructions

Competency Name: BUS 501 Managerial Accounting and Finance

[bookmark: _7ooc2fwezi11][bookmark: _e0h366tr6w37]Final Assessment Title: BUS 501- Managerial Accounting and Finance – Integrated Analysis and Application

Competency Learning Outcomes (CLOs)
Students who successfully complete this course will:
[bookmark: _jgdoj9qs46la]1) CLO 1- Apply financial management techniques to evaluate investment opportunities and optimize resource allocation 
2) CLO 2- Analyze financial statements and performance metrics to assess organizational health and inform strategic decision-making 
3) CLO 3- Utilize accounting information systems and financial models to support data-driven decision-making processes 
4) CLO 4- Evaluate the impact of AI technologies on financial reporting, forecasting, and risk management practices 
5) CLO 5- Demonstrate ethical and responsible financial management practices in compliance with regulatory standards and organizational values 



Final Assessment – BUS 501 – Managerial Accounting and Finance – Integrated Analysis and Application
Purpose of the Assessment:
The purpose of this final assessment is to evaluate your ability to synthesize and apply core concepts from the Managerial Accounting and Finance course. This project-based assessment allows you to demonstrate proficiency in investment evaluation, financial statement analysis, financial modeling, technology integration, and ethical financial management. You will conduct a detailed analysis of a public company’s financials and reflect on how course concepts are applied in a real-world context.
Instructions:
Choose a publicly traded company (e.g., Apple, Amazon, Walmart, etc.) and download its most recent Annual Report (10-K) from the investor relations section of the company’s website or from the U.S. Securities and Exchange Commission’s EDGAR database (https://www.sec.gov/edgar/searchedgar/companysearch.html).
Write a structured paper that addresses the components outlined below. Be sure to incorporate concepts and terminology from Modules 1 through 5.
Outline:
1. Introduction
· Provide an overview of the importance of managerial accounting and finance in supporting data-driven, strategic decision-making.
· Briefly introduce the company selected and explain why it was chosen.
· Summarize the purpose and scope of the paper.
2. Investment Evaluation Techniques
· Apply at least two capital budgeting techniques (e.g., NPV, IRR, Payback Period) to a recent or proposed investment made by the company.
· Discuss how these methods support financial planning and resource allocation decisions.
· Explain how time value of money, risk, and return are considered in these evaluations.
3. Financial Statement Analysis (Company-Based Section)
· Use the company’s most recent income statement, balance sheet, and cash flow statement to:
· Calculate and interpret at least three financial ratios of your choice (e.g., current ratio, ROE, profit margin).
· Conduct a trend analysis on one financial metric over the past 2–3 years. 
· Discuss what these figures reveal about the company’s financial health and future outlook.
4. Financial Models and Decision Support
· Describe how companies use financial models (e.g., forecasting, budgeting, scenario analysis) for planning and decision-making.
· Discuss how accounting information systems (AIS) support financial modeling and real-time reporting.
5. AI and Technology in Finance
· Evaluate how your selected company currently uses (or could benefit from) AI technologies in areas such as financial reporting, forecasting, or risk management.
· Provide two examples of tools or methods that support automation and real-time insights.
· Discuss the potential risks and limitations of AI adoption in financial decision-making.
6. Ethical and Regulatory Compliance (Company-Based Section)
· Assess the company’s approach to financial ethics, transparency, and regulatory compliance.
· Cite examples from the company’s 10-K report or sustainability/ESG report that demonstrate ethical financial practices.
· Reflect on how finance professionals can align decision-making with both regulatory requirements and organizational values.
7. Integrated Reflection
· Explain how investment evaluation, financial analysis, modeling, technology, and ethics work together to create an effective financial management system.
· Reflect on how the course has enhanced your ability to think critically, evaluate data, and make sound business decisions.
· Identify one or two areas where you plan to continue building your expertise.
References:
· Include a properly formatted list of at least 4 credible sources that support your analysis.
Submission Guidelines:
· Paper should be 8–10 pages in length (excluding cover page and references).
· Use clear headings and subheadings for each section.
· Format according to APA guidelines 




Final Assessment Rubric

	Criteria 
	Exemplary (4)
	Proficient (3)
	Developing (2)
	Emerging (1)

	CLO 1: Apply financial management techniques to evaluate investment opportunities and optimize resource allocation
	Thoroughly applies at least two investment evaluation techniques (e.g., NPV, IRR) with accurate calculations and insightful analysis. Clearly links methods to financial planning and strategic goals.
	Applies investment techniques with reasonable accuracy and connection to strategy; minor gaps in analysis.
	Demonstrates limited understanding or misapplication of techniques. Connections to resource allocation are unclear.
	Fails to apply investment techniques correctly or lacks analysis entirely.

	CLO 2: Analyze financial statements and performance metrics to assess organizational health and inform strategic decision-making
	Accurately calculates and interprets multiple ratios and trend data using real company financials. Provides in-depth insights into organizational health.
	Adequate ratio calculation and interpretation with moderate insights. Some trends or implications may be underexplored.
	Limited financial analysis or incorrect calculations. Interpretation lacks depth or relevance.
	Misinterprets or omits financial data. Provides minimal or incorrect analysis.

	CLO 3: Utilize accounting information systems and financial models to support data-driven decision-making processes
	Thoroughly explains how financial models and AIS support strategic planning and decision-making. Includes specific, real-world examples.
	Provides good coverage of models and AIS use, with some application to business decision-making.
	Addresses topic with limited examples or shallow explanation. Lacks real-world relevance.
	Fails to explain or apply financial modeling or AIS concepts adequately.

	CLO 4: Evaluate the impact of AI technologies on financial reporting, forecasting, and risk management practices
	Insightfully evaluates the role of AI in finance with two or more real or potential applications. Addresses both benefits and risks.
	Describes AI uses in finance with some real or potential examples. May lack detail on risks or limitations.
	Minimal or generic discussion of AI. Few or no examples. Risks may be overlooked.
	Lacks meaningful discussion of AI in finance. No examples provided.

	CLO 5: Demonstrate ethical and responsible financial management practices in compliance with regulatory standards and organizational values
	Clearly analyzes ethical practices and regulatory compliance using examples from 10-K or ESG reports. Reflects on professional responsibility.
	Adequate discussion of ethics and compliance with one or two examples. Some reflection on finance roles.
	Basic or surface-level discussion. Examples may be unclear or insufficient.
	Ethics and compliance not meaningfully addressed. No relevant examples cited.

	APA Formatting & Writing Mechanics
	Perfect or near-perfect adherence to APA style, with polished grammar and mechanics.
	Minor APA or writing issues that do not impede clarity.
	Several APA or grammar issues that slightly affect professionalism.
	Frequent APA or writing issues that hinder clarity and credibility.



