Structure of an AP Lang Rhetorical Analysis
Essay

When writing an AP Lang rhetorical analysis essay, it is crucial to follow a well-structured format to
effectively convey your analysis and meet the expectations of the exam. Here's a recommended
structure for your essay:

1. Introduction:

e Begin with a hook to grab the reader's attention, such as a thought-provoking quote, an
interesting fact, or a rhetorical question related to the topic.

e Provide essential background information about the text or the author to establish context.

e Clearly state the author's purpose and the main argument or message of the text.

e Present a concise thesis statement that outlines your overall analysis and the rhetorical
strategies you will discuss in the essay.

2. Body Paragraphs:
Start each body paragraph with a clear topic sentence that introduces the specific rhetorical
strategy you will analyze in that paragraph.

e Provide textual evidence to support your analysis. This can include direct quotes, paraphrases, or
summaries of the author's words or phrases.

e Explain how the chosen rhetorical strategy contributes to the author's purpose and strengthens
their argument or message.

e Analyze the impact of the rhetorical strategy on the audience, considering factors such as
emotional appeal, logical reasoning, or credibility.

e Use appropriate terminology to identify and label the specific rhetorical devices or techniques
employed by the author.

e Ensure a smooth flow between paragraphs by using transition words or phrases to connect ideas
and provide coherence.

3. Conclusion:
Restate your thesis statement, summarizing the main points of your analysis without introducing
new information.

e Emphasize the overall effectiveness or impact of the author's use of rhetorical strategies in
achieving their purpose.

e Reflect on the broader implications or significance of the text, considering its relevance to
society, current events, or the broader context in which it was written.

e Conclude with a final thought or insight that leaves a lasting impression on the reader.

Important Tips:

e Be concise and focused in your analysis, avoiding unnecessary tangents or excessive
summarization of the text.






