
Research Plan Template 

1. Introduction 

Provide a captivating opening that highlights the significance of your research. 

Introduce the research topic and its relevance in the field. 

Engage the reader by emphasizing the potential impact of your study. 

2. Research Objective 

Clearly state the purpose of your research. 

Define the specific problem or question your study aims to address. 

Highlight the expected outcomes or contributions of your research. 

3. Literature Review 

Conduct a comprehensive review of existing literature related to your research topic. 

Identify key theories, concepts, and previous studies that inform your research. 

Discuss any research gaps or unanswered questions in the literature. 

4. Research Questions 

Formulate concise and focused research questions that align with your objective. 

Ensure that your research questions are specific, measurable, and relevant. 

Craft questions that will guide your data collection and analysis processes. 

5. Methodology 

Describe the research design and approach you will employ. 

Clearly explain the chosen research methodology (quantitative, qualitative, mixed-

methods). 

Outline the data collection methods, instruments, and techniques you will utilize. 

6. Variables and Hypotheses 

Identify and define the key variables in your study. 

Formulate hypotheses or research assumptions based on your research questions. 

Explain the expected relationships or effects among the variables. 

7. Sample and Sampling Techniques 



Define the target population for your study. 

Describe the sampling techniques you will employ to select participants. 

Justify the sample size and explain how it represents the target population. 

8. Data Collection and Analysis 

Detail the procedures for data collection, including surveys, interviews, or observations. 

Discuss how you will ensure data validity and reliability. 

Explain the data analysis techniques you will use to analyze your data. 

9. Ethical Considerations 

Address any ethical concerns related to your research, such as participant 

confidentiality or informed consent. 

Explain how you will protect the rights and well-being of participants. 

Describe any measures you will take to minimize potential harm or biases. 

10. Timeline and Resources 

Create a realistic timeline that outlines the key milestones of your research. 

Allocate resources, including personnel, equipment, and funding. 

Consider any potential limitations or constraints that may impact your timeline or 

resource allocation. 

11. Anticipated Challenges 

Identify potential challenges or obstacles that you may encounter during your research. 

Develop contingency plans or alternative approaches to overcome these challenges. 

Demonstrate your proactive mindset and problem-solving abilities. 

12. Conclusion 

Summarize the main points of your research plan. 

Reinforce the importance and potential impact of your study. 

Convey confidence in your ability to execute the research successfully. 

 


