
Reaction Outline Writing  

Introduction 

• Provide a brief overview of the source material (book, article, film, etc.). 

• State the purpose of the reaction paper and your thesis statement. 

• Include any relevant background information about the author or creator. 

 

Summary of the Source Material 

• Summarize the main ideas, arguments, or plot of the source material. 

• Include key details and examples to support your summary. 

• Be concise but ensure that you cover the essential aspects of the work. 

 

Initial Reaction and Thoughts 

• Share your initial thoughts and feelings upon experiencing the source material. 

• Discuss any emotions, surprises, or connections you had while engaging with the work. 

• Explain why certain aspects stood out to you or captured your attention. 

 

Analysis and Interpretation 

• Analyze the content, themes, or messages conveyed in the source material. 

• Interpret the author's intentions or the intended impact of the work. 

• Support your analysis with evidence or examples from the source material. 

 

Personal Reflection and Connection 

• Reflect on how the source material relates to your personal experiences, beliefs, or 

values. 

• Discuss any connections you found between the work and your own life or society. 

• Explain how the source material impacted your thoughts or perspectives. 

 

Strengths and Weaknesses 

• Evaluate the strengths and weaknesses of the source material. 

• Discuss aspects that were well-executed, impactful, or thought-provoking. 

• Identify any weaknesses, gaps, or areas where the work could be improved. 

 



Implications and Significance 

• Explore the broader implications or significance of the source material. 

• Discuss its relevance to the field, genre, or societal issues. 

• Reflect on the potential influence or lasting impact of the work. 

 

Conclusion 

• Summarize your overall reaction and evaluation of the source material. 

• Restate your thesis statement and key points from the paper. 

• Provide a closing thought or reflection on the value of the work. 

• Remember, this outline is a guide, and you can modify or expand it as needed to meet the 

specific requirements of your reaction paper. 

 


