
IRAC legal writing example questions 
 

1. Criminal Law: 

 Issue: Did the defendant commit murder?  

Rule: Murder is the intentional killing of another person with malice 

aforethought.  

Application: In this case, the defendant intentionally shot and killed the victim 

during a heated argument.  

Conclusion: Based on the elements of murder and the specific facts of the case, 

it can be concluded that the defendant committed murder. 

 

2. Tort Law:  

Issue: Is the defendant liable for negligence?  

Rule: Negligence occurs when the defendant breaches a duty of care owed to 

the plaintiff, resulting in harm or damages.  

Application: In this case, the defendant failed to maintain their property, causing 

the plaintiff to slip and fall, resulting in injuries.  

Conclusion: Considering the elements of negligence and the specific facts of the 

case, it can be concluded that the defendant is liable for negligence. 

 

 

3. Contract Law:  

Issue: Is there a breach of contract? 

 Rule: A breach of contract occurs when one party fails to perform their 

obligations as specified in the contract without a valid excuse.  

Application: In this case, the defendant failed to deliver the goods within the 

agreed-upon timeframe, violating the terms of the contract.  

Conclusion: Based on the elements of a breach of contract and the specific facts 

of the case, it can be concluded that the defendant breached the contract. 

 

4. Constitutional Law: 

 Issue: Did the government violate the defendant's First Amendment rights?  

Rule: The First Amendment protects individuals' rights to freedom of speech, 

religion, press, assembly, and petition.  

Application: In this case, the government-imposed restrictions on the 

defendant's right to peacefully assemble and express their political views.  

Conclusion: Based on the violation of the defendant's First Amendment rights 

and the specific facts of the case, it can be concluded that the government 

violated the defendant's First Amendment rights. 
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Remember to adapt these questions to the specific legal issues you are addressing and 

to conduct thorough research to ensure accuracy and applicability of the rules to the 

given facts. 
 


